
Modern Foreign Languages 

What will you learn?

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to wake up one day and magically 
be able to speak a foreign language? Learning a language  
requires patience, hard work, and acceptance that mistakes 
are inevitable. It is, however, one of the most valuable skills 
you can hope to acquire during your lifetime.

We help students acquire a sound knowledge of grammatical 
structures and vocabulary relevant to their interests and 
ability, enabling them to communicate accurately, 
imaginatively, and with ease. Students develop transferable 
skills such as analysis, clarity of expression and argument.  
We enhance memory and the drawing of inferences, as well 
as giving students the opportunity to work independently 
and in groups.

All students study two languages in Year 9: Spanish plus one 
of French, German, Spanish, or Mandarin. Many students 
choose to carry on with two languages to I/GCSE; all students  
must study at least one language to I/GCSE. 

What do students say?

“Learning languages at St Helen’s isn’t just about 
passing exams, it’s about gaining the ability and 
confidence to communicate with people from other 
countries and discovering how they view the world...”

“...it’s so much fun! The teachers are really supportive 
when you are struggling; the lessons are really 
interesting and enjoyable. I cannot wait to go on the 
exchange and test out my skills for real!”

“The balance of written, oral, and comprehension 
skills with fun learning games is really good as you 
never have a dull lesson, and the teachers really help 
you to understand what you need to do...”

Facilities, expeditions and more...

The annual exchanges to Bielefeld in 
Germany, Santiago de Compostela in  
Spain and Aix-en-Provence in France are 
particular highlights of our co-curricular 
offering. The exchanges provide an 
opportunity not only to improve language 
skills but to immerse oneself in the culture 
of the target-language country. 

The MFL Department is particularly good 
at employing and developing the use of 
ICT in language learning. A pen-pals’ 
programme exists for some languages and 
subscriptions to language-learning 
magazines are available to stretch the most 
able. National and international 
competitions are undertaken on a yearly 
basis. A number of weekly clinics and clubs 
are on offer, some in conjunction with 
Abingdon School.

Who teaches it?

With ten teaching staff and three Foreign Language Assistants, the Modern Foreign 
Languages Department is one of the largest and most dynamic in the School. A number 
of teachers offer more than one language, some up to A-level; many members of the 
department are native speakers. Colleagues have a wealth of experience, and are 
enormously passionate, committed, and enthusiastic about their teaching. We work 
together as a team to promote the learning of MFL school-wide. Each teacher has his or 
her own particular area of expertise or interest ranging from modern history to linguistics 
and language policy, cinematography, and literature. 

Lisa Probert, Head of Modern Foreign Languages

Results gained in 2018:

French:  
76% at A*/A 
98% at A*/B
Italian: 
85% at A*/A 
(77% A*)

German:  
71% at A*/A 
93% at A*/B
Spanish:  
87% at A*/B
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How is the subject taught?

We encourage students to take risks with the 
languages they are learning whilst giving them 
a solid grammatical foundation upon which to 
build. Lessons are interactive and 
communicative. Whilst a textbook is provided, 
teachers source and exploit as much authentic 
material as possible in their lessons ranging 
from news clips to popular music, film, and 
interviews with target-language speakers. 
Conversation classes in small groups form an 
integral part of the curriculum for students 
studying for I/GCSE and beyond. 

Students are grouped according to ability in  
Years 9 – 11 so that they are comfortable with  
the pace of learning. In the top sets extension 
work, in the form of an introduction to 
literature and cinema, and more in-depth study 
of cultural topics is also undertaken. 


